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On Sept. 2, debate was initiated in the National Assembly on autonomy legislation for Atlantic
coast indigenous populations. The bill, said Assembly chairman Carlos Nunez, was drafted on
the basis of results from the multi-ethnic assembly held last April in Puerto Cabezas. Nicaraguan
President Daniel Ortega delivered the document to a special assembly commission July 28.
The commission, consisting of FSLN and opposition parties with seats in the legislature, was
charged with formulating a draft for debate and consulting with organizations representing coastal
inhabitants. According to Salvador Perez, Interior Ministry chief in northern Zelaya, the CIA is
planning to create a network of agents to sabotage the autonomy process on Nicaragua's Atlantic
coast. He said the plan also envisages resuscitating old contra groups in that area. He informed
BARRICADA (08/26/87) that the autonomy process of the six ethnic minorities is "irreversible," and
has the support of the majority of the Atlantic coast population. Moreover, he said Indian contra
forces are decimated in the area, having been reduced from 3,000 in 1982 to about 250 scattered
among villages on the Caribbean coast, and some 500 in Honduran bases.
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